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Synopsis

Created by local writers and photographers, Compass American Guides are the ultimate insider’s
guides, providing in-depth coverage of the history, culture and character of America’s most
spectacular destinations. Compass Arizona covers everything there is to see and do -- plus
gorgeous full-color photographs; a wealth of archival images; topical essays and literary extracts;
detailed color maps; and capsule reviews of hotels and restaurants. These insider guides are
perfect for new and longtime residents as well as vacationers who want a deep understanding of

Arizona.
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Customer Reviews

Created by local writers and photographers, Compass American Guides are the ultimate insider’s
guides, providing in-depth coverage of the history, culture and character of America’s most
spectacular destinations. Compass Arizona covers everything there is to see and do -- plus
gorgeous full-color photographs; a wealth of archival images; topical essays and literary extracts;
detailed color maps; and capsule reviews of hotels and restaurants. These insider guides are
perfect for new and longtime residents as well as vacationers who want a deep understanding of

Arizona.

I’'m familiar with this series and get the version from any state I'm visiting. The Arizona book is up to

standard and the condition of this copy was very good - as advertised.



The Fodor Compass America Guide on Arizona was excellent. The book was uniquely organized
with the first three chapters devoted to the dramatic Arizona landscape of deserts, mountains, and
canyons. There are two chapters on the history of Arizona, honoring the early people who inhabited
the area as well as recogizing the Hispanic missionaries, priests, and settlers. Because vast parts of
Arizona belong to the Navajos, Apaches , Yavapais, Hopis, and smaller tribes, the book includes
plenty of information about the native American people in this state. The book then covers the two
large inhabited areas, Phoenix and Tucson. | found the book to be full of useful tips and practical
information. The maps were very good, showing the deserts, the grand canyon, the Spanish
Colonial settlements, the Native American reservations, and the larger cities. Also included was a
section on the desert plants. The sections on the Grand Canyon were very helpful. We decided to
hike to the bottom of the Canyon on the Bright Angel trail. We spent the night at the Phantom Ranch
(which had hot showers). The following morning we hiked back up the Kaibab trail. This was an
amazing experience. The book was very helpful as we explored Frank Lloyd Wright's home and
architectural school/business in Scottsdale. This compound of buildings hugging the desert floor is
worth a visit. Hold onto the steering wheel of your car on the twisting roads in the copper mining
towns like Bisbee and Tombstone. | bought superb copper ore specimens - beautiful greens and
blues. The Mexican atmosphere of Nogales, a border town, is nice. Nogales means "walnut" in
Spanish but unfortunately the old walnut groves have long been chopped down. A special city is my
opinion is the the wonderful multi-ethnic college town of Tucson. You might be surprised at the
dramatic differences between Phoenix and Tuscon. It is hard not to fall in love with Tuscon with its
mixture of cultures and peoples in a relaxed atmosphere. Whereas in Phoenix you see sprinklers
trying to water struggling lawns, in Tucson the inhabitants are more likely to have desert gardens
which waste far less water. | found the Fodor guide to be excellent and would strongly recommend

it.

Bought second edition before moving to Arizona in 1993. Moved back to Arizona in 2013, not sure
why | waited so long to buy sixth edition. The Compass books are informative, easy to use and each

is a terrific read.
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